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mirror-smooth finish and unique lugs 
 
steep bearing edges offer good attack and resonance 
 
 exceptionally sensitive snare drum 
 
 drums perform well at all dynamic levels 
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 …What’s special about EPEK? Well, first there are the exquisite proprietary finishes. These range from hand-rubbed oil  
to lacquer glitters and fades, along with exotic wraps. Then there is the matter of inside finishes, which are judiciously  
applied in order to maximize drum tone. 
   Next, there’s the bearing edges. Ed’s bearing edges are not only perfect to the eye and to touch, they’re also steeper  
than the norm. The standard cut on EPEK Genesis drums is 22 degrees, which is very steep. The edges on our review kit 
were a custom 30 degree cut—still steep relative to the industry standard 45 degree angle. Furthermore, where cut and  
countercut meet, the wood is honed to a fairly sharp angle. 
   When I queried Ed about this, he explained, “I find that a steeper angle – 22 degrees being the steepest – will produce 
slightly more attack. Damping is attained more from the roundness of the edge than from the actual angle of the cut. I’ll work 
with my customers to design edges that will suit their needs.” 
 
…All of the drums took considerable beatings without choking. Yet they yielded an equally considerable amount of tone at  
a pp dynamic level. 
   The drums were extremely easy to tune. I really liked them cranked high, where they offered sustained rimshots and plenty 
of body. Tuned low, they were a rocker’s delight. And “low” is the operative word for the kick sound. Equipped with an Evans 
EMAD batter, it was explosive, with punchy attack.  
 
…I took the review kit out to a club at which I’ve played countless times. The EPEKs were the loudest, punchiest drums I’ve  
brought into that room – and I’ve played three of my own drumsets and several MD review kits there. Sometimes, with  
increased attack and volume, you lose breadth of tone. That was not the case this time, according to the band and audience 
members who offered unsolicited praise of the EPEKs. 
   I really must single out the snare drum. This 10-lug model was, in EPEK tradition, hypersensitive. In that respect, it  
reminded me of an orchestral drum. Press rolls sizzled, while backbeats were solid. I’m not a fan of die-cast rims on snare  
drums, but they worked on this one, providing sharp rimshots that didn’t obscure the emphatically “snarey” sound. Cross- 
sticks… rimshots… loud, in the center playing… you name it, this drum did it well. This was a desert-island snare drum. 
 
…EPEK offers high-end custom drums for those who appreciate a variety of elite options. Their prices are steep, but on my 
opinion the drums are worth the expenditure.  
 
…For those who aren’t as picky about options (or have more stringent budgets), EPEK also offers standard lines with less  
elegant appointments…  
 
 Text by T. Bruce Wittet 
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